
The King’s Message and Proclamation 
 
 

Transcribed from : Guernsey Weekly Press, Tuesday, May 18, 1945 
 
“To my most loyal people” 
 
Brigadier Snow then announced : “I have a message to read to you from his Majesty the 
King”. He read the following Royal Letter :  
 
Buckingham Palace 
 

To my most loyal people in the Channel Islands, I send my heartfelt greetings. 
 
Ever since my armed forces had to be withdrawn, you have, I know, looked forward 

with the same confidence as I have to the time of delivrance. We have never been divided in 
spirit. 

 
Our hopes and fears, anxieties and determination have been the same, and we have 

been bound together by and unshabable conviction that the day would come when the 
Islands, the oldes possessions of the Crown, would be liberated from enemy occupation. 
That day has now come and, with all my Peoples, I cordially welcome you on your 
restoration to freedom and to your rightful place with the free nations of the world. 

 
Channel Islanders in their thousands are fighting in my service for the cause of 

civilisation with their traditional loyalty, courage and devotion. 
 
Their task is not yet ended : but for you a new task begins at once – to rebuild the 

fortunes of your beautiful Islands in anticipation of reunion with relatives, friends and 
neighbours who have been parted from you by the circumstances of war. In this task you can 
count on the fullest support of my Government. 

 
It is my desire that your ancient priviledges and institutions should be maintained and 

that you should resume as soon as possible your accustomed system of government. 
Meantime, the immediate situation requires that responsibility for the safety of the Islands 
and the well-being of the inhabitants should rest upon the Commander of the Armed Forces 
stationned in the Islands. 

 
I feel confident that the Civil Authorities, who have carried so heavy a burden during 

the past years, will gladly co-operate with him in maintaining good government and securing 
the distribution of the supplies which he is bringing with him. 

 
It is my earnest hop thaht the Islands, deinstated in their ancestral relationship to the 

Crown, will soon regrain their former happyness and prosperity. 
 

(signed) George R.I. 
 
 


